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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine learning and perceptions of the “ethics of care” in students
attending basic nursing education courses. After attending a lecture on the ethics of care, third-year
nursing students made ethical decisions in case studies involving patients with dementia. Then, for
each ethical issue (“no problem”, “undecided”, or “problematic”), their impressions were examined
using quantitative text analysis. The results showed that in the “no problem” group, from the table
words “wrong” and “person”, the term “spending the same time with the individual even if the answer
is unclear” was also extracted.

In the “undecided” group, from the words “care”, “understand”, “different”, “various”, and “know”,
the term “awareness of ignorance to break free from stereotypes” was extracted. In the “problematic”
group, the term “difficulty in believing in something that does not change” was extracted from the
terms “ethics”, “self”, “thinking”, “change (no change)”, “difficulty and importance of considering
the boundary between what changes and what does not change”, and “feelings”. These results suggest
that in nursing ethics, there is a need to emphasize diversity of values, and that the course content
should be constructed to include the concept of “negative capability”, which allows for uncertainty
and accepts “fluctuation”.
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