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Establishment of anti-invasive and metastasis therapy focusing on Hippo pathway
activation by cell adhesion of oral squamous cell carcinoma
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In human oral squamous cell carcinoma cell HSC-4 cell, YAP/TAZ, which was
the effector molecule and transcriptional co-factor in the Hippo signaling pathway, were activated
by the disruption of E-cadherin-mediated cell-to-cell contact under the low cell-density condition.
The cadherin switch which was an expression change of cadherin from E-cadherin to N-cadherin was
induced by activation of YAP/TAZ promoting a nuclear translocation of Slug which was the
epithelial-mesenchymal transition-related transcription factor. These results indicated that the
mechanism of epithelial-mesenchymal transition which involved in the malignant transformation of the

human oral squamous cell carcinoma cell participated in the Hippo signaling pathway.
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