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Problems and perspective of medical-dental collaboration in
cancer management in the Iwate Medical University Hospital

Shigeki IT0, M.D., Ph.D.
Hematology & Oncology, Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Iwate Medical
University

Iwate Medical University Hospital Cancer Center

Abstract : Recent advances in basic and clinical research of cancer have improved the outcomes.
In cancer management, not only safe and effective treatment but also the maintenance of quality of
life by reducing the toxicity is required. The Iwate Medical University Hospital Cancer Center has
promoted the medical-dental collaboration as a multidisciplinary approach to cancer management. To
extract the current problems on the collaboration, we conducted questionnaire survey for medical
doctors who are involved in cancer chemotherapy. Although the majority of them recognized the
importance and necessity of collaboration, one-third of them did not recognize the system for
utilization in our hospital. The other problems were difficulty in access to collaboration and a shortage
of dentists and hygienists in collaboration. It is necessary to strengthen the collaboration by solving

these problems to provide better managements for many cancer patients.

Key words: cancer management; medical-dental collaboration



