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ABSTRACT

This study is designed to describe what type of tinnitus masking curves are drawn
by frequency, to investigate the relationship between these curves and the hearing level
on the puretone audiogram, and to research the tinnitus masking curve in relation to the
loudness of tinnitus .

In 405 patients (479ears) who visited the ENTout- patient clinic, in lwate Medical
University from January 1984 to December 1992 and were examined by the tinnitus
tests according to the tinnitus method (1984), the tinnitus masking curves were obtained
in 138 patients (170ears). On the pitch match test most cases showed from 4000 to
8000Hz , so that the average of the tinnitus masking level SL(Sensation Level) at
4000Hz or 8000Hz was evaluated at intervals of 10dB, and the tinnitus masking curve at
this level was compared with the hearing level on the puretone audiogram.

Results were as follows,

1)The masking levels (SL) at the tinnitus frequency which were given on the
pitchmatch test were considered to form tinnitus masking curves in a close relation to the
masking level in other frequencies.

2)The masking curves (SL) tended to increase in about the same degree at any
frequencies with anincrease in the masking level .

3)As aresult, the tinnitus masking curve was considerd able to assess the loudness
of tinnitus .

4)This masking curve showed a similarity to the isoloudoness contour.
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