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Abstract : In our previous report (1976), caries prevalences of schoolchildren ( 6-11yr.) in the
rural area of the northern Japan, showed no significant difference compared with the data of the
National Survey (Report on the survey of dental diseases, 1975), except for a fluoride area investi-
gated in our studies.

The purpose of this study was to figure out the up-to—date target of caries prevention program
for schoolchildren by means of cross-sectional analysis on the dentition. The erupted permanent
teeth per 100 children, DMF per 100 erupted teeth and the treated teeth per 100 DMF teeth were
evaluated respectively.

A characteristic trend of dental caries prevalence in children was observed in the upper central
and lateral incisor, DMF per 100 erupted teeth of the upper incisors group showed 2.0% for cent—
ral and 2.4 % for lateral incisor in the 2nd grade (Mean: 7yrs old) children. However, the
increment of caries prevalence of this tooth group was recognized remarkably from 4th and 5th
grade children (Mean : 9 and 10 yrs old) and the prevalence attained 23.2% for central and 26.2
% for lateral incisor in the 6th grade (Mean : 11 yrs old). These values are considerably higher
than those of previous investigations in this country.

The results qf this study suggest that an important task for caries prevention of schoolchildren
should be emphasized to maintain cariesfree of the upper incisors teeth group because of the
difficulty of adequate treatments for these teeth, especially in the time of schoolchildren (6-11

yrs old).
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