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The use of th= Folcy balloon catheter in the treatment of a zygomatico-maxillary fracture : Report

of a case.
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Iwate Medical University School of Dentistry, Morioka 020)
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Abstract : To many other methods of treatment for zygomatico-maxillary fractures, the antral
balloon method seems to be superior in our hands.

A 23 year old man recieved a collision on the left side of the face while he was engaged in
a Dbase ball, Physical examination showed moderate swelling over the left side of face, ecchymosis
of the left orbital tissues, subconjunctival hemorrhage of the eye and trismus, Multiple roentgeno-
grams of the skull and facial bones revealed a fracture of the zygomatic bone from the anterior
border into the maxillary sinus.

Two weeks later, under endotracheal anesthesia, fractures were reduced by the pressure with
blunt instruments. The Foley catheter inserted into the sinus by way of a modified Caldwell-Luc
approach. The balloon pressure for fixation was maintained for three weeks. The patient was
discharged from the hospital 30 days later with no complaints,

The simplicity of reduction and excellent results obtained with the balloon technic warrant

its use in the selected cases,
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